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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Danville Plating Company of Danville, I11linois, began operation in the 1920's
“and ended business in approximately 1976. The plating company was owned and
operated by Mr. Robert Vanetta.of Danville until School District #118 bought
the property in July 1982,

The site (Danville Plating) occupied approximately one-half acre in thé

SE 1/4, SE 1/4, SW 1/4, NE 1/4 of Section 5, Township 19 North, Range 11 West
in Vermilion County. The site was directly across from the Danville High
School. ' :

Danville Plating Company's business was the electroplating of various metals
in which a number of hazardous chemicals and materials were used. These '
chemicals and materials were held in open vats in which the metals were dipped
for plating. The building consisted of three large and three small rooms.

The large rooms contained all of the 24 vats which ranged from four feet
square to over 20 feet Tong. Field testing found that the entire ph range was
covered. Also noted was that some strong acids were sitting right next to
strong bases. Approximately 26 drums were found on site (20 outside and 6
inside). Dust rings on pallets indicated that there had been other drums
present but had been removed sometime prior to the site visit. The drums
outside were covered by brush and vines and appeared to be in very poor
condition, two of which had the tops rusted through.

Clean up began on November 29, 1982. This consisted of pumping the liquid
wastes. from the vats into a portable cement mixer where portland cement and
vermiculite were blended together for proper consistency. This mixture was
placed in reconditioned drums where it solidified and then was transported to
an approved, secure landfill in Ohio for disposal. The building interior was
decontaminated along with all interior contents using a sprayed, chlorine
solution which was collected and pumped to a tank truck. The structure was
subsequently razed, each piece of demolition material being decontaminated
prior to hauling to the approved landfill. The top six inches, or-so, of soil
was also removed from the site and taken to the landfill. The solutions and
sludges were listed under Hazardous Waste from Non-Specific Sources with

I.D. numbers FO007, spent.cyanide plating bath; F008, plating bath sludges
where cyanides are used; FO09, spent stripping and cleaning bath solutions
where cyanides are used.

The entire clean up operation lasted approximately three to four weeks. The
site ‘has been relandscaped and vegetation is currently growing. The author
suggests no further action need be taken on this site.
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Tank

Number

10
11

12

13
14
15

16

17
18
19
20

21

Description (pH Meter)

DANVILLE PLATING COMPANY

DANVILLE, ILLINOIS

CYanide
pH (hydrocyanic acid
draeger tubes)

Barrel labelled
zinc cyanide.

Open
Open
Open
Opeﬁ
Open
6pen
Opén
Open
Open

Open

Cpen

Open
Open
Open
Open

Open

Closed can

plastic jug -0

vat | 9

vat 5

vat 4

vat 7.5

vat (no liquid) -

vat (no liéuid) -

-vat (no liquid) -

vat (no liguid) -

vat (full) | 7,10.§fter
: stirring

vat 0

vat (full) ' 7

vat 1

vae (fuld ;éiérlitirring T ¢ p/a LN

vat | 8

vat 6.5

vat 2.5

vat 0

vat 0



Tank
Number

22
23
24
25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

5-5 gallon
cases
brain near
#4

Puddle near
#8

Puddle near
$#31

Puddle near
door

Outdoor drum

DANVILLE PLATING COMPANY

DANVILLE, ILLINOIS
- (CONT.)
- .pH
Description (pH Meter)
Open Vat" 0
Open.vét 1
Open vat 4
Open bucket 3
Open plastic pail 0
4" liguid
Open drum 4
Open vgt containing -
grease
Open vat 7
.Open drum 5.5
Small open drum 3.5
Open drum 0
Open vat 0.5
Marked nickel .
brightener (6% by
weight dioxane)
) 6.5
9.5
7.5
1

Cyanide
(hydrocyanic acid
draeger tubes)

2 ppm

5 ppm
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